
 

The Hogan Bee Trap was developed to catch bees in trees, buildings, tanks, 
etc. where you are not able to get to the bees directly.  It is a simple way to 
remove unwanted bees or to take starts to increase your number of hives. 
This system is widely used in this area, as I have shared this method over the 
years.  Now Kelly Bee Company is offering this trap under the name of Swarm 
Harvester.
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      BEES, BEE PRODUCTS, AND HONEY
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The trap consists of a two piece transition, with one piece 
fitted to a tree (or other source), and one piece fitted to a 
deep super.  There is a small red funnel in the transition 
which is attached to the deep super.  The funnel normally 
only comes into play if you are wanting to eliminate the feral 
colony.

Attach the female transition to the tree (or other area) with 
nails or a ratchet strap.

Next, wrap the tree with black plastic to seal off all entrances 
except the one going through the transition.

Allow the bees to come and go through the transition for a 
couple of days to get used to using it as their entrance.

Next, slide the deep super with the attached transition into 
the tree transition to determine where your stand needs to be 
positioned.  You can use bee boxes, tables, portable deer 
stands, cables etc., to hold the trap in place.  The transition 
is a loose fit so there is some wiggle room.

Once you have the trap positioned, duct tape the two 
transitions together to seal them.  Place two or three frames 
of drawn combs in the trap and place the inner cover and top 
on the trap.  The guard bees will move to the front of the trap 
because this is now the entrance.  Housekeepers and 
cleaners will begin to clean the comb and trap.  Allow the 
bees to come land go for a couple of days as they get used to 
the trap.
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